Howe and Hawk (1912) 
were the first to determine the exact hydrogen-ion concentration of human fjeces. They examined samples of fa}ces from three individuals and found that the reaction of the material examined by them was always alkaline, varying with the different subjects and conditions from pH 7.01 to 8.77. Nelson and Williams (1916) recorded that 29 of the 30 individuals examined by them passed faeces which were acid in reaction and Rettger and Cheplin (1921) reported similar observations. Robinson (1922) found the pH of the human faeces to range between 7.0 and 7.5.
The investigations reported in the literature have been scanty, often based on an inadequate number of observations, and the results conflicting. Except for the observations of Knowles, Napier and Das Gupta (1923) repeatedly. In most of the subjects the pH value of the feces showed but very slight variation from day to day. In a certain number, however, this variation was marked.
The results of the examination of the fseces are given in tabular form. The fsecal reaction of breast-fed ba,bies was found to be acid whereas those fed on cow's milk were passing alkaline stools. majority of subjects on the hospital type of Bengalee mixed diet which includes rice were found to be passing acid stools whereas in Marwaris on vegetarian diet with no rice the faecal reactions though more variable thaii in individuals on European diet tended to be alkaline. The exclusion of rice from Bengalee diet and its replacement by bread changed the reaction of the fa;ces from acid to alkaline.
